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Solidaridad Obrera

B San Antonio’s comrades join Valley organizations to expand the
fight for the rights of domestic workers

With the occurrence of the conference
Domestic
Workers, Glocalization and the Matrix

titled “Invisible  Shackles:
of Exploitation” an opportunity
presented itself to expand the
movement for domestic workers.

This came in the form of “

Popular Gathering: The Struggle
for Justice at Home organized by
the Workers’ Center.

Delegates from various
organizations and struggles were
presented with the opportunity
to meet in one room and share
with each other their group’s
mission as well as stories of
their struggles, many of which
intersected. Delegates from
groups included ARISE, Texas Rio
Grande Legal Aid, La Union de la
Pueblo Entero, Latina Institute for
Reproductive Health, The Young

Democrats of South Texas College, Cement
Workers’ Committee of Fuerza del Valle,
and the Workers’ Committees of Fuerza del

ARIBA: Araceli Herrera from Domesticas Unidas of San Antonio talks
to the room on April 22. Herrera shared her story of organizing to keep
a bus route in San Antonio that ttook her and other domestic workers
to their jobs. The struggle ended in a victory for the workers.

Fuerza del Valle Workers’ Center

Valle. Organizations from outside the Valley
included members of Fuerza Unida as well
as members of Domesticas Unidas San

Unfortunately, we’re in a
struggle because we don’t
speak the right language.

Because we’re women, because
we’re people of color. It’s time
for us as women to develop
what it is that we would like to
do.”-Petra Mata, Fuerza Unida

Antonio. At the beginning of the meeting,
which took place at the ARISE Support
Center in Alamo, Texas, each organization

was allowed two minutes to present the
purpose of their organization and the
various ways they touch the life of workers,

particularly domestic workers. The
meeting, which was completely in
Spanish, managed to showcase the
variety of agencies and grassroots
organizations that have managed
to take root and flourish in an area
that needs it the most. After local
organizations presented, it was
time to hear from visitors outside
of the Valley. Petra Mata, a delegate
for Fuerza Unida, talked about
the organization’s history, which
began after workers from a Levi’s
Strauss factory closed down in San
Antonio, leaving workers without
a job or any sort of pension plan.
The workers, a majority of which
were women, organized a boycott
to demand just pay from Levi’s.

This occurred in 1990, and the boycott
continues to this day. Fuerza Unida has
expanded their mission to include several

continued on PAGE 6

ARIBA: Jesus, part of the Cement Workers’ Committee of Fuerza del
Valle, tells us how he and more than 60 workers have not received
their wages for work performed at various construction sites for public
schools in the Valley. Jesus and the Cement Workers’” Committee stand
in solidarity with the struggle for domestic workers’ rights.
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other social issues including
labor rights and immigration
reform. Mata remarked on
her joy of seeing a room full
of women because, according
to her, the struggle has
always included women who
managed to get things done
and if something fails, women
will learn from it and figure out
how to correct their mistakes.
“We participated everywhere
that there was justice,” Mata
said at the meeting. “(Domestic
work) is important because
more than anything, it deals
with the need for justice for
women. Unfortunately, we're
in a struggle because we don’t
speak the right language.
Because we're women, because
we're people of color. It’s time
for us as women to develop
what it is that we would like
to do.”

After Fuerza Unida was a
presentation from members
of Domesticas Unidas, another
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organization based in San
Antonio made up of domestic
workers from the area.

Araceli Herrera, who
also  presented at the
aforementioned  conference,

described her experience as
a domestic worker in San
Antonio who had to ride a bus
to get to work every morning.
On this bus, she met many
other women who were also
domestic workers, and because
of their frequent use of the
bus, they quickly became fast
friends.

Everything was  going
well, said Herrera, until the
company in charge of the buses
announced that the route
they were taking on would
be discontinued. That was
the beginning of a three year
struggle where the domestic
workers worked to win their
bus route. They persisted and
kept strong and eventually
won back the route.

“They were going to take
away your bread, your food,
your family. I said, I'm not
going to let them take away

our bus.” said Herrera at the
meeting.
Eventually the original

women on the bus thinned
down to a few numbers due
to the fact that many retired
or died but Herrera along
with several other women
formed Domesticas Unidas, an
organization that has grown to
have a membership of over 80
members, all domestic workers
in San Antonio. Herrera along
with several other domestic
workers were scheduled to
travel to Washington D.C. after
the conference to form unity
and strategy for the expansion
of rights for domestic workers,
who are often treated badly,
and several are also victims
of human trafficking. Join the
struggle for a better world for
everyone.

Domestic workers in Washington DC

LEFT: Domestias Unidas
San Antonio y Fuerza
del Valle in the National
Assembly of the National
Aliance  of  Domestic
Workers in Washington DC
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POR
SOLIDARIDAD OBRERA

Solidaridad  Obrera is the
newsletter of Fuerza del Valle
Workers’ Center. It serves to
share our victories and stories
with the community. We would
like to share your stories of
struggle and resistance to create
a better community now and
in the future and share with
the community the message
that when we fight, we win.

Solidaridad Obrera es el boletin de
Centro de Trabajadoras/es Fuerza
del Valle. Existe este boletin para
compartir nuestras victorias e
historias con la comunidad. Nos
gustaria compartir sus historias
de lucha y resistencia para crear
una comunidad mejor ahora y
en el futuro y compartir con la
comunidad el mensaje de que
cuando luchamos, ganamos.

For more information
visit as at:
www.fuerzadelvalle.org

call us at:
956.283.5650

send us
an email at:
fuerzadelvalle@gmail.com

like “Fuerza del Valle” on
Facebook

follow @fuerzadelvalle on Twitter|
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follow @fuerzadelvalle
on Instagram
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